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 Jess Ha�ield, a medical student at Texas A&M School of Medicine, conducted a research project 
 inves�ga�ng the effect of medical students on physician produc�vity, under the guidance of 
 Gabriel Neal, MD  , a Texas A&M School of Medicine Clinical Associate Professor and family 
 medicine physician at Texas A&M Health Family Care Clinic. There is currently a lack of 
 published data on the effect of medical students on physician produc�vity in an outpa�ent 
 primary care se�ng; this data is helpful in nego�a�ons between medical schools and affiliated 
 clinical sites. Our study analyzed data from CHI St. Joseph’s comparing the produc�vity of 17 
 primary care physicians with and without medical students, measured in the number of pa�ents 
 seen. Next, a Qualtrics survey was sent to the par�cipa�ng physicians to assess how they 
 believe medical students affect their produc�vity. We concluded that medical students either 
 increase or do not change the number of pa�ents seen per half-day but can increase preceptor 
 �me spent in clinic per day. Generally, physicians accept this increased �me for the sake of 
 promo�ng educa�on and the joy of teaching. These findings can inform medical schools and 
 healthcare organiza�ons when nego�a�ng financial arrangements for preceptorships in 
 community based primary care clinics. Specifically, these findings suggest that medical students 
 precep�ng do not cost the hospital organiza�on in terms of preceptor produc�vity. 
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