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Immunizations

As a medical student, you are required to obtain certain immunizations.  The following is an excerpt from your Student Handbook which you will receive at orientation:

Students must submit an immunization record and medical history report as a part of the matriculation process.  Most of the required immunizations are equivalent to those required by other institutions of higher education and are reviewed annually with CDC guidelines. With the exception of the three part Hepatitis B vaccine, students must complete and submit an immunization record and medical history report as a part of the matriculation process.  In addition students are required to have annual TB skin testing (or CXR documentation of TB skin test +). Students are required to begin the Hepatitis B series before matriculation and must complete the series by the end of February of the first year.  In addition, students are required to have a titer drawn to ensure that they are protected.  Failure to complete immunizations in a timely manner may result in disciplinary measures.   

The following is a list of immunizations must be uploaded to MyRecordTracker© by Monday, July 14, 2014.  Students with incomplete immunization records will not be permitted to begin classes on Monday, July 28, 2014.  Please use the enclosed medical history form to report your immunizations and health information on your MyRecordTracker© profile.
Tetanus/Diphtheria/Pertussis:    Must receive a one-time dose of Tdap within the last 10 years. Note: A dose of Td will not suffice.
Measles (Rubeola or Red Measles): If you were born in or after 1957, you must have either documentation of TWO doses of MMR vaccine on or after your first birthday, OR a titer result adequate to indicate immunity.

Mumps: If you were born in or after 1957, you must have either documentation of two doses of MMR vaccine, OR evidence of immunity by a titer.

Rubella (German Measles):  You must have either documentation of a single dose of rubella or MMR vaccine OR a titer result adequate to indicate immunity.

PPD Tuberculosis:  Skin test and reading within the past 12 months, and it will be an annual requirement.  A Chest x-ray is required only if the TB skin test reading is positive.  The chest x-ray must have been done within the past 12 months.  
Hepatitis B: A series of three immunizations and a Hepatitis B Surface Antibody (anti-HBs) QUANTITATIVE titer.  The first immunization must be completed by July 14, 2014.  The other two immunizations and the titer must be completed before the end of February 2015.  (There must be four weeks between the first and second doses, and there must be at least five months between the second and third doses.  Titers should be drawn 1-2 months after the third dose and a report turned into the Preventive Medicine Office.  It is recommended that you begin the series now, so that you may finish the series before the February deadline.)  You must provide a copy of the titer report to the Preventive Medicine Office.
(continued on back)

Varicella (Chickenpox): You must show proof of varicella immunization (a series of two), OR submit a titer report showing proof of immunity.  

Influenza:   A yearly injection for influenza is mandatory as you are at an increased risk for contracting it and spreading it to your patients.  Many of our clinical affiliate hospitals will require proof of influenza vaccination annually. This should be obtained at the appropriate time of the year.
Bacterial Meningitis (Meningococcal) Vaccine:   All new students under the age of 22 must submit evidence of a bacterial meningitis vaccine in the past five years.   Student must submit one of the following forms of documentation (that includes the month, date, year the vaccine was administered):   (1)  Certification bearing the signature stamp of the physician or his/her designee or public health personnel (2) An official immunization record generated by a state or local health authority; (3)  An official record from another school official.

**You are not required to submit verification of the Bacterial Meningitis vaccine if:

· You are 22 years old or older;

· You have a signed affidavit or certificate from a physician that states the vaccine would be injurious to your health;

· You submit a signed affidavit stating you decline the vaccine for reasons of conscience, including a religious belief.  A Conscientious Exemption form from the Texas Department of State and Health Services must be used. 

You must send a copy of your current meningitis record to the Office of the Registrar before you are allowed to register for classes if you are UNDER age 22.
Send to:

Tracy Biggs at biggs@tamhsc.edu or Tiffany Dennis at dennis@tamhsc.edu 

Texas A&M Health Science Center, College of Medicine utilizes a web based database to maintain your immunization records. You will be emailed by MyRecordTracker to set up a profile. Your Access Code is TEXASAM2018. You will need to enter dates for immunizations as well as upload ALL the supporting documents for each immunization. MyRecordTracker will notify you via email 30 days prior of an immunization expiring. You will be responsible for updating your profile when an immunization expires. 

Please create and upload your documents as soon as it is complete.  The sooner this is completed, the sooner you will be cleared to begin classes.  The medical history form must be signed by a physician as well as the reverse side of the medical history form completed.

If you have questions please contact Lisa Borsi in the Preventive Medicine Office at 512.341.4977 or at 3950 North A.W. Grimes Blvd., Round Rock, TX, 78665.
